
World Teachers’ Day was celebrated last week on Friday 

October 27th. This day provided an opportunity to say 

thank you and acknowledge the incredible contributions 

our teachers make to our community. On behalf of our 

school community, I would like to express gratitude for 

the commitment our teachers demonstrate toward our 

students through the programs they provide to build their 

knowledge, creativity, and resilience. Thank you for your 

work, patience, and support in providing optimum 

opportunities for our students. 

 

On Friday, October 20th PLPS had our girls and boys Tennis 

teams participating in the Division competition. The 

weather allowed for a great day of tennis. Both teams 

competed well and were victorious in their respective 

competitions. Congratulations to all the students involved 

and we wish them all the best at the Regional competition 

on Wednesday, November 15th. 

 

Our Year 1 students last week had a very enjoyable day on 

their excursion to Berwick’s Wilson Botanic Park which 

supported their inquiry learning. Students spent the day as 

‘park explorers’ and engaged in interactive learning that 

supported their current science and history learning. 

Students identified wildlife species, were involved in a 

volcano demonstration, and discussed how the earth’s 

movement over time has contributed to plant adaptations. 

An enjoyable day was had by all!  

 

Our year 6 students are currently learning about and 

investigating climate change. As part of this learning, they 

have been preparing and participating in debates. Students 

were asked to explore their topics and present their claims, 

reasons, and evidence for their arguments. In teams, they 

then needed to demonstrate an ability to present a strong, 

persuasive argument as well as respond appropriately to 

their opponents. The topics explored were centered around 

climate change. The research and reasoning, together with 

their enthusiasm for their arguments was outstanding. To 

observe our students participating in the art of respectful 

discussion and debate about global topics that are 

important to their future was a privilege to see.    

 

Last Friday, October 27th, all families with students currently 

in Prep to year five received information via Compass for 

book packs and parent payments for 2024. As indicated in 

this information, our book packs will need to be ordered 

online. If parents are wanting to order the student book 

packs through our preferred supplier Maxim, orders need 

to be placed and paid for by Sunday, December 31st, 

2023. If you believe ordering and paying for book packs by 

this date could be problematic for your family, please call 

the school on 5940-9532 and speak to Julie, our Business 

Manager, who can assist with ordering and payment plans.  

All the book packs ordered will be delivered to the 

students’ learning spaces ready for them to access and use 

on their first day of the 2024 school year.   

 

With term 4, the planning and preparations for the 2024 

school year are well under way. We have commenced the 

development of our staffing plan for next year. The key 

driver of this plan is having an accurate figure regarding our 

student enrolments for next year.  Currently we have 87 

Prep students enrolled to commence their formal education 

next year at PLPS. Enrolments have also been received for 

students in other year levels across the school.  

Thank you to those parents who have taken the 

opportunity to inform the school that their children will not 

be attending PLPS next year. If you are aware that your 

child will not be attending our school next year, could you 

please contact our school office on 5940-9532 to let us 

know. Your assistance with this is very much appreciated 

and allows us to accurately plan for 2024. 

 

A reminder for our parents of students starting in Prep in 

2024. Our Information Afternoon being is being held in our 

Northern Learning Cluster at school on Wednesday, 

November 8th. Parents will have the opportunity to collect 

all relevant paperwork, be informed of important 

information for the start of 2024 and get clarification on 

any further questions. The information session will begin at 

4pm and is expected to conclude by 5pm.  

 

Next Wednesday our Prep students will be participating in 

their first excursion to Chesterfield Farm. The farm visit 

supports their current learning of living and non-living 

things as they investigate animal features and their body 

coverings. They are looking forward to the many activities 

they will be involved in throughout the day including; a cow 

milking demonstration, a tractor ride and hand feeding the 

large animals. 
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Grass pollen season, which typically runs from October to 

December each year in Victoria, brings an increase in 

asthma and hay fever symptoms. It also increases the risk 

of thunderstorm asthma. For people with asthma or hay 

fever, especially those who experience wheezing or 

coughing with their hay fever, thunderstorm asthma can be 

sudden, serious and even life threatening. 

Many of our staff are trained in asthma first aid, and we will 

monitor the VicEmergency app to receive thunderstorm 

warnings, and respond where necessary. 

During the season, there are some things you can do to 

prepare and protect yourself and your family: 

 

• If your child has ever had asthma, talk to your doctor 

about what you can do to help protect them from 

the risk of thunderstorm asthma this pollen season, 

including updating your asthma action plan. Taking 

an asthma preventer properly and regularly is key to 

preventing asthma, including thunderstorm asthma. 

• If your child has hay fever, see your pharmacist or 

doctor for a hay fever treatment plan and check if 

you should have an asthma reliever puffer. These are 

available from a pharmacy without a prescription. 

• If your child has hay fever and experiences wheezing 

and coughing, it is important to make sure they 

don’t also have asthma. Speak to your doctor about 

an asthma action plan. 

• Where possible, avoid being outside during 

thunderstorms from October to December, 

especially during the wind gusts that come before 

the storm. Go inside and close your doors and 

windows. If you have your air conditioning on, turn it 

to ‘recirculate’. 

 

Protect yourself this pollen season – managing asthma and 

allergies matters. For more information, speak to your 

doctor. For more information you can visit https://

www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/thunderstormasthma  

 
 

 

A reminder that Friday, November 17th is our final 

Curriculum Day for 2023. Staff will be participating in our 

fourth and final day of the Berry Street Education Model 

professional learning program. Students do not attend 

school on this day. If parents require assistance with 

childcare on the day, our OSHClub will be operating a full 

day program between their normal operating hours of 

6.30am to 6.30pm.  

 
Kerrie Kingston-Gains  

Principal 
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DIARY DATES 
 
 

Wednesday 8th November: Prep Chesterfield Farm Excursion 

 

Friday 17th November: Curriculum Day  

(students do not attend on this day) 

 

Friday 10th November—Yr 3/4 Cricket Blast (selected students) 
 

 

 

 

Admin News 

 

Assembly Dates 

 

Whole School Assembly will be held in the school gymnasium 
 
 

Thursday 16th November - 9am 
 
 

Thursday 30th November - 9am 
 
 

Friday 15th December - 9am 







 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A big “Thank You” to Harcourts Pakenham for their 
kind donation of face painting at the Lakeside      

Market on October 15th. 
 

Your donation was much appreciated! 

 
The Pakenham RSL has supplied us with a small box of            

Remembrance Day pins in preparation for the  
Remembrance Day Appeal on 11th November. The pins and 

badges range from $1.00 to $5.00.  If you would like to 
purchase a badge or pin please do not hesitate to pop into 
the office to make your purchase by cash by Friday 10th      

November. 

 



 

Hats 
 

Hats are part of our school uniform in Term 4. 
 

It is strongly recommended that all students have their hats on when they 
play at recess and lunch time out in the yard.  

 

Please remember to label your hats too! 

 
IMPORTANT MESSAGE 

Sharing of food 
 

Sharing of food items is NOT permitted at PLPS, due to reasons associated with 
health, safety and family beliefs and choice.  Food cannot be distributed to other     

students: this includes food items to celebrate birthdays.  
Non-food items can be shared for birthdays, if so desired. 

 
When food items are being used within the teaching and learning programs at school, 
communications will be posted on Compass to parents and carers outlining the food 
items being used.  Parents will have the option to discuss implications for their child 

or opt out of these activities. 
 

 

 PLPS Bucket Hats 
 
 

 
 

 
 

We currently have our old style bucket hats available for sale 
from the office at the discounted price of $10.00 



 

LATE ARRIVALS 
 

Every child arriving after the 9am bell must come to the 
school office to collect a Late Pass to take to their teacher. 

 

EARLY LEAVERS 
 

Should parents wish to collect their child/children from  
school early, they must sign them out at the office. Please    

allow  yourself extra time for collection as we only call      
students to the office once parents arrive. 

 
Our lunchtime runs from 1:40-2:25pm and it can be             

extremely difficult for students to hear announcements 
whilst playing outside. If you need to collect your child      

during this time could you please arrange to collect them     
before or after lunch. 

                         ICYPOLE FRIDAY 

 
  

 

     

We will be selling lemonade icy poles at lunch time on Fridays 
during term 4.  

 
Icy poles are $1.40 each and can be purchased from the Canteen. 

 School Hours and Pick Up 
 

Our school hours are between 9am and 3.15pm each day. We understand that due to traffic and 

other unforeseen circumstances parents/carers may not be able to pick up their child/children 

on time. If you are running late to pick up and it is after 3.30pm your child/children who are 

waiting in the school yard will be asked to wait in our school admin building, as there are no 

teachers on yard duty after this time. If parents are aware that they will be running late, could 

you please advise the school office before 3pm or as soon as possible.  If parents/carers are 

regularly unable to pick up their child/children on time they will need to book into after school 

care. OSHClub can be contacted on  0438 559 017. 














